
■ Good bass fishing
for other L.A./San
Pedro boats 
BY BRANDON HAYWARD
WON Staff Writer

SAN PEDRO — Sand dab fish-
ing is a novelty for some and a
regular trip for others who

jump on the Sea Angler out of
22nd Street Landing in San
Pedro. 

On Monday, Wednesday,
Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
the boat runs 3⁄4-day trips in
pursuit of the tasty little flat-
fish that are great eating and
are an expensive item on the
menus at restaurants. 

“The sand dab fishing has
been really good lately,” said

Jim Cutter at 22nd Street,
who had the following to say
about going out after the 8- to
14-inch sand dabs: “The guys
fish them rockcod style with
50-pound Dacron and 10 to
12 hooks and 2 pounds of
lead. We sell 10-hook beaded
ganions.”

Little squid rings are
pinned onto the ganions and
the rigs are dropped in 250 to
300 feet of water.

“They fish exclusively for
sand dabs. The regulations let
them fish up to 12 hooks,”
adds Cutter, who says that
having the right tackle is the

only prerequisite for a suc-
cessful day of sand dab fish-
ing. “You can’t do it with
spinning rods and light gear,”
he says. The landing has all
the necessary gear for rent (in
terms of rods and reels) and
for sale (as far as 10-hook rigs
and sinkers go). 

Plenty of fresh dead squid
has been translating into
good local bass fishing at
times for the half-days. On
Saturday morning, the Matt
Walsh out of L.A. Harbor
Sportfishing sacked 57 sand
bass and 9 sculpin for 13
anglers. A morning trip on
the Southern Cal the same day
returned to Pierpoint with 50
sand bass, 57 sculpin, 23
perch and a halibut.
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S P O R T F I S H I N G

95’ x 24’

(619) 226-2403 reservations@searchersportfishing.com

Depart 1 pm Return 8 am Days Cost Load Sponsor / Comments
Sat, Jun 6 Sat, Jun 13 7 $1795 22 Alijos Rocks/Ridge
Sat, Jun 13 Thur, Jun 18 5 $1325 22 Qualia Reels Open
Thur, Jun 18 Sun, Jun 21 3 $775 25 Western Outdoor News Open
Sun, Jun 21 Fri, Jun 26 5 $1325 22 Penn University Open
Fri, Jun 26 Tues, Jun 30 4 $1095 25 976-Tuna Open
Wed, Jul 1 Fri, Jul 3 1.5 $360 32
Fri, Jul 3 Tues, Jul 7 4 $1195 27 Izorline Open
Tues, Jul 7 Thur, Jul 9 1.5 $360 32
Thur, Jul 9 Sat, Jul 11 1.5 $360 32 Let's Talk Hook-up Seminar
Sat, Jul 11 Tues, Jul 14 3 $895 27 Gary Iwamura Charter
Tues, Jul 14 Thur, Jul 16 1.5 $375 30
Thur, Jul 16 Tues, Jul 21 5 $1750 20 3rd Annual Idaho Open
Tues, Jul 21 Sun, Jul 26 5 $1450 25 ADG Family Open
Sun, Jul 26 Fri, Jul 31 5 $1450 25 Strictlyfish Open
Fri, Jul 31 Tues, Aug 4 4 $1195 27 Izorline Open
Tues, Aug 4 Sat, Aug 8 4 $1195 27 Accurate Products
Sat, Aug 8 Tues, Aug 11 3 $895 27 Let's Talk Hook-up Seminar
Tues, Aug 11 Sat, Aug 15 4 $1195 27 Braid Products Open
Sat, Aug 15 Tues, Aug 18 3 $895 27 Capt Potato Head Open
Tues, Aug 18 Thur, Aug 20 1.5 $375 30
Thur, Aug 20 Tues, Aug 25 5 $1595 22
Tues, Aug 25 Sun, Aug 30 5 $1595 22
Sun, Aug 30 Tues, Sep 1 1.5 $375 30
Tues, Sep 1 Thur, Sep 3 1.5 $375 30
Fri, Sep 4 Mon,Sep 7 3 $895 27 Labor Day Open
Fri, Sep 11 Wed, Sep 16 5 $1395 25 Let's Talk Hook-up Open
Wed, Sep 16 Sun, Sep 20 4 $1125 25 976-Tuna Open

See our 2008 complete schedule online at www.searchersportfishing.com

WHEN:  Thursday, Feb, 5th • 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
WHERE: Burch Ford, La Habra, 201 N. Harbor Blvd.

La Habra (800) 638-5408
Join instructor Kit McNear and really learn “HOW TO” catch
big Baja Yellows, Amberjack, Dog Snapper and Cabrilla on
live bait, lures, and with Cannon Downriggers.
Most big fish are lost in structure!!

Mike Packard from Melton International will also cover all
aspects of rigging lures the right way!!

BBaajjaa  SSeemmiinnaarr
22000099

BBUURRCCHH

GREAT DOORPRIZES! BBQ
DINNER!

No charge -
Seating is limited

1.9.09
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Black
Pearl
Black
Pearl

Book with Pt. Loma Sportfishing
at (619) 223-1627

$1 BEER
& Soda ON THESE

SELECT TRIPS!!

Weekend Colnett Specials
Catch Rock Cod & Lingcod in Mexican

waters on these select
ECONOMY BOOSTER TRIPS

• Every weekend in Jan. & Feb.
• Depart Fri. night 9 p.m., return Sun. approx. 8 pm

$199 pp Permits extra

Weekend Colnett Specials
Looking for a bigger bag limit?

FISH WITH US IN MEXICO AND
CATCH ROCK FISH ALL YEAR LONG!

CALL TODAY & JOIN US TOMORROW!
Contact H&M for Info & Booking

619-222-1144

THE
BOAT
FOR

3/4 DAY
ACTION,
7 DAYS
A WEEK!
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Yellowtail!
Rock Cod!

Dep. Ret. Days Cost

Sun.  Mar. 15 Thu.  Apr. 2 18 $5795
Wed. Apr. 23 Sat.  May 10 17 $4595
Tue. June 9 Tue. June 16 7 $1495
Tue. June 16 Sun. June  21 5 $1475
Fri.  June 26 Sat. July 4 8 $2195
Sat. July 4 Sun. July 12 8 $2195
Sun. July 12 Wed. July 15 3 $975
Wed. July 15 Mon. July 20 5 $1740

Call Scotty or Andrea Today 
& Reserve Your Spot!

(619) 226-8030
2838 Garrison St. S.D. CA. 92106

www.royalpolaris.com
1.16.09

SALTWATER NEWS >>

OCEANSIDE SAND BLAST — A mini mackerel fished off
Oceanside produced this grumpy sand bass for young Anthony
Fuentes of Murrieta. 

NEWPORT BEACH — The Balboa
Bay Club will be the site of the
next IGFA Observer Training
Class (OTC) on Saturday, Feb. 21,
at 9 a.m. The class instructs expe-
rienced anglers, boat captains
and crew members as observers
for fishing tournaments held
across the globe. The course
includes species identification,
IGFA saltwater fishing rules and
regulations, safety at sea and
boating etiquette. 

Pre-registration is required
and the cost of the class is $150.
The registration fee includes a
one-year IGFA membership,
training manual and two in-
structional (IGFA Rules &
Billfish Identification) DVDs.
Individuals that have completed
the IGFA Observer Course are
notified of tournaments requiring
Observers by e-mail blasts and
posts on the IGFA Observer
Online Talk Forum. There is no
annual fee to receive these
notices, but Observers must keep
their IGFA membership current. 

Contact IGFA Conservation
Director Jason Schratwieser at
(954) 924-4320, or e-mail
jschratwieser@igfa.org for addi-
tional information. 

The IGFA OTC applications
are available at the IGFA Web
site, www.igfa.org.

IGFA Observer
Training Class
to be held Feb.
21 at Balboa
Bay Club

Humboldt squid go wild for
Seaforth Landing boats
MISSION BAY — Seaforth Sportfishing in Mission Bay is squid
city right now thanks to being the only landing sending out
twilight squid trips for Humboldt squid. 

The big inkers have been ranging from 20 to nearly 40
pounds, and the action has been fast and furious on the twi-
lights that leave every day at 4:30 p.m. There was enough inter-
est last Saturday that both the New Seaforth and the Dolphin
made it out on squid runs. The New Seaforth turned in 390
squid for 70 anglers, while the Dolphin had its 67 anglers put
180 squid in the sacks. 

The “fishing” for squid is a lesson in simplicity: heavy tack-
le like you’d use for trolling, tuna or rockfishing is the way to
go. Just tie on a heavy squid jig and you’re all set. 

“We don’t use jigs (like yo-yo jigs used for yellowtail) on
here,” says RJ Hudson on the New Seaforth. “It’s just too dan-
gerous.”

Instead, the big squid jigs like the ones used by AHI USA are
what the crews like to see anglers using. The big jigs weigh 24
ounces and are 20 inches long. They hook the squid good
enough that they don’t rip out and come flying back at anglers
like yo-yo jigs often do.

Sand dabs do it for the Sea Angler out of 22nd Street Landing
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310-832-8304 
310-521-0222 Fish Count

www.22ndstreet.com 1-
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Plenty of
Free

Parking!

Complete
Tackle Store
Open 5 A.M.

Daily
SCHEDULE

22nd STREET LANDING
SPORTFISHING

“PURSUIT” 
ALL DAY, 6:00 a.m., Catalina Freelance

“MONTE CARLO”
WED - FRI 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

SAT & SUN DOUBLE HALFDAY 6:30 & 12:30

Call for Charter info and Reservation 

Wed. Skippers
Choice $45
6a.m.-6p.m.

“SEA ANGLER”
10th ANNUAL SANDAB SPECIAL

MON - WED - FRI 
SAT & SUN 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

$45 GUARANTEED FISH!
$5 OFF WITH THIS AD

1/1/09 - 4/30/09

Join Western Outdoor News for a
2-Day Colnett Excursion 

aboard the “INDIAN”!

• Departs H&M Landing 8 pm, Fri. Feb. 6
• Returns about 7 pm,  Sun. Feb. 8

Unlimited soda & coffee for only $5.00

$280 pp
Limited Load 24!
Incl. permit & food

For more information and
reservations contact MIke at

(949) 366-0030, Ext. 30.
Or email: flynn@wonews.com

1.2.09

2801 Emerson St.
San Diego, CA 92106

(619) 224-3857
www.redrooster3.com 1.
9.

08

Dep. Ret. Days Cost

Fri. Jan. 23 Sat. Feb.7 15 $3995
Fri. Feb. 13 Sun. Mar. 1 16/13 $4180
Tues. Mar. 10 Wed. Mar. 25 15 $3995
Sat. May 30 Sun. Jun 14 15 $3995 
Mon. Jun. 15 Thur. Jun. 18 3 $795
Thur. Jun. 18 Fri. Jun. 26 8 $2095
Fri. Jun. 26 Sat. Jul. 4 8 $2195
Sat. Jul. 4 Sun. Jul. 12 8 $2195
Tue. Jul. 14 Sun. Jul. 19 5 $1700
Sun. Jul. 19 Fri. Jul. 24 5 $1700

Includes fuel, gourmet meals,
stateroom and bait.

CALL NOW 
TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT

Fish with Captain Andy Cates!

All trips depart at 1 PM and return
at 9 AM unless otherwise noted.

Hurricane Bank becomes the
center of long range attention
Royal Polaris picks up where it last left off at the Hurricane; Red
Rooster III, Independence also hit the bank
BY BRANDON
HAYWARD
WON Staff Writer

SAN DIEGO — After “super
cow Monday” hopes were
high that the greatest
show on 300-plus-pound
yellowfin in the history of
long range fishing would
continue for the next
round of boats to check
out the lower banks. 

The Royal Polaris started
its long trip in the same
zone that had kicked out
20 yellowfin over 300
pounds for the 10-day
trips that fished over the
start of the New Year. Bad
news was that it found no
willing yellowfin. Good
news is that it found great
fishing on 140- to 180-
pound yellowfin at the
Hurricane to go with some
200-plus pounders and
one fish over 300 pounds
after spending 5 days on
the bank. 

That’s not to say that
the signs aren’t there on
the Lower Banks. There is
potential galore. The
American Angler is fishing
the Lower Banks on its
101⁄2-day trip that is geared
around fishing the banks
pretty much exclusively.
The anglers on the trip
have seen incredible signs
of fish at times, but getting
them to bite has been, in a
word, “tough.” A 269-
pound yellowfin by Corey
Burak and a few others
over 200 pounds and the
high 100s has given every-
body reasons to stay at the
rail. The Royal Star started
its 15-day trip on the

Lower Banks in the same
zone, but it also has had a
hard time getting the fish
to cooperate. Having a 15-
day trip to work with
means that it has the
option to bend it out
towards the Hurricane
Bank and/or Buffer Zone. 

In addition to the Royal
Polaris, the Independence
and Red Rooster III are also
set up on the bank. As

mentioned earlier, the RP
was the first to get set up
there, and the Alpha spot
has been good on
“Hurricane Bank grade”
140 to 180s with a handful
of shots at 200 pounders
available everyday. Big fish
after 5 days on the banks
was a 318 (on the boat’s
scale) by Craig
Drummond. 

The Independence is off
to a great start on the
’Cane. It also is getting
into great action on the
140-plus-pound tuna to go
with some 70 to 90
pounders and a sample of
wahoo. Its second day on
the banks was good for 40
tuna, half of which were
from 120 to 200-plus
pounds. This was after day
one 35 tuna from 70 to
200-plus pounds and 10
wahoo. 

The Red Rooster III has a
nice start to kick off its
long trip thanks to the first
day giving up a pair of
cows to go with the fishing
on 140 to 180 pounders. 

For more info on what’s
going on at the Hurricane,
check out Brandon
Hayward’s blog at
wonews.com.

Polaris Supreme
hits two hot spots

for 10 cows
SAN DIEGO — Tom Rothery brought his Polaris
Supreme home to Fisherman’s Landing January 11
after a 16-day trip to the Hurricane Bank and the
Southern Banks of Baja. There were 7 anglers on the
annual George Davis expedition, and they produced
10 more cows for the record.

In his report from the boat on Friday Jan. 2, Tom
reported a good day of fishing. 

Chartermaster George Davis of San Dimas won
the jackpot after catching 4 cows. His tuna weighed
241.8, 219.8, 213.6 and 208 pounds. The big one
came on squid on the kite, he said.

George fished with 7/0 Mustad 7691 hooks, 130-
pound Momoi line and 130-pound Line One Spectra
on a Penn 70 VSW reel and a Calstar 655 XXH rod.
He said the big one came to gaff in just 20 minutes.

Allen Tokunaga of North Hollywood won second
place for a 224.6-pounder. 

“These Hurricane Bank fish seemed a little
tougher than the ones on the inside,” he remarked.
“This one took me 40 minutes. He went around the
boat a couple of times, and then came up on the
port side of the stern.”

Scott Brown of Costa mesa won third place for his
213.2-pounder. 

— Courtesy of Bill Roecker 

REIGNING SUPREME — The Polaris Supreme slid
back to Fisherman’s Landing with 10 tuna over 200
pounds on Jan. 11.

WELCOME TO THE 300-
POUND CLUB — The
Hurricane Bank is plenty
capable of kicking out
300-plus pounders, as
Blake Pulford proved
while fishing on the Royal
Polaris.

LOWER BANKS LUNKER
— Corey Burke will be
going back to New York
with tales of catching a
monster yellowfin thanks
to landing this beauty
that hit 269 on the boat’s
scale. 


